
The f i f t h annual  
SKYWARN Recogni t i on 
Day wi l l  t ake pl ace 
Sat ur day,  
December  6,  2003,  
0000 UTC t o 2400 
UTC.  Dur i ng t he 
speci al  event ,  Ama-
t eur  
Radi o oper at or s 
v i s i t  Nat i onal  
Weat her  Ser vi ce 
( NWS)  of f i ces and 
cont act  
ot her  oper at or s 
ar ound t he wor l d.  
The pur pose of  t he 
event  i s  t wof ol d:  
t o 
r ecogni ze Amat eur  
Radi o oper at or s f or  
t he v i t al  publ i c  
ser v i ce t hey 
per f or m dur i ng 
t i mes of  sever e 
weat her  and t o 
st r engt hen t he bond 
bet ween 
r adi o amat eur s and 
t hei r  l ocal  NWS of -
f i ce.  The event  i s  
cosponsor ed by t he 

Amer i can Radi o Re-
l ay League and t he 
Nat i onal  Weat her  
Ser vi ce.  
 
Tr adi t i onal l y ,  hams 
have assi st ed t he 
Nat i onal  Weat her  
Ser vi ce dur i ng 
t i mes of  sever e 
weat her  by pr ovi d-
i ng r eal - t i me r e-
por t s of  sever e 
event s 
and st or m evol u-
t i on.  " You s i mpl y 
can' t  put  a pr i ce 
t ag on i t , "  sai d 
Scot t  
Ment zer ,  N0QE,  or -
gani zer  of  t he 
event  and Met eor -
ol ogi st - I n- Char ge 
at  t he 
NWS of f i ce i n Good-
l and,  Kansas.  " The 
assi st ance t hat  r a-
di o amat eur s 
pr ovi de t o t he NWS 
t hr oughout  t he year  
i s  i nval uabl e. "  
 
Thi s year ,  r adi o 
amat eur s once agai n 
pr oved t hei r  wor t h.  
On May 4,  af t er  
t or nadoes knocked 
out  al l  communi ca-
t i ons i n St ockt on,  
Mi ssour i ,  por t abl e 
ham r adi o st at i ons 
wer e set  up and 
st af f ed by vol un-

t eer s,  wi t h l i -
censed 
NWS empl oyees f or -
war di ng speci f i c  
f or ecast s t o hams 
at  t he St ockt on 
Emer gency Oper a-
t i ons Cent er  ( EOC) .  
I n August ,  an Ama-
t eur  Radi o st or m 
spot t er  i n I owa 
t r acked a t or nado 
unt i l  i t  l i f t ed,  
pr ovi di ng t he l ocal  
NWS 
of f i ce i n t he Quad 
Ci t i es wi t h " gr ound 
t r ut h. "  Thi s r e-
sul t ed i n mor e 
speci f i c  i nf or ma-
t i on and ear l i er  
war ni ngs bei ng di s-
semi nat ed t o t he 
publ i c .  
 
The st or y doesn' t  
s t op t her e.  De-
pl oyed dur i ng a 
wi nt er  st or m l ast  
Mar ch,  
hams i n Fai r banks,  
Al aska r epor t ed 
pi npoi nt  l ocat i ons 
of  f r eezi ng r ai n 
and 
snow.  The i nf or ma-
t i on was r el ayed on 
2 met er s,  whi ch al -
l owed t he l ocal  NWS 
of f i ce t o shar pl y 
def i ne t he war ni ng 
ar ea and pr ovi de 
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October & November 2003 

NET CONTROL 
ROSTER 

 
Nov. 11  ........ WD8ICP 
Nov. 18 ........ KC8RVB 
Nov. 25 ....... KB8QEW 
Dec. 2 .............N8QMV 
Dec. 9  ................N1RB 
 

CQ Chatter 
Wood County Amateur Radio  Club 

WCARC OFFICERS 
 
President            Bob Boughton        N1RB  
Vice-President   Shawn Hudson       KB8QEW  
Treasurer           Bill Wilkins            WD8JWJ 
Secretary           Chuck Dicken         WD8ICP  

FOR SALE 
Real i st i c  DX- 160 
shor t - wave r e-
cei ver  w/  communi -
cat i ons speaker .  
       
Wor ks ver y good,  
i s  c l ean,  non-
smoker  and has 
bookl et  i nc l uded.    
$50.  
 
Cont act  Chuck,  
WD8I CP 352- 0856 

WCARC MEETING 
Monday 

Nov. 10, 2003 
Wood Co. Fairground 

Administration  
Building 
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ar chi t ect s of f i ce,  BGSU t o 
ask i f  a cont ai nment  cen-
t er  coul d be f ashi oned 
ar ound our  r adi os t o hel p 
keep t he di r t  f r om our  f a-
c i l i t y .  
 
Ol d Busi ness:    
Ham- A- Rama 2004 i s sched-
ul ed f or  t he Jr .  Fai r  
Bui l di ng Jul y 11.   Ti cket s 
have been aut hor i zed f or  
pr i nt  wi t h doubl e st ubs 
and t he pr i zes have been 
set .    1st  -  $300.   2nd-  
$100  3r d -  $50  4t h- $50.   
Fr ee admi ssi on wi l l  con-
t i nue as our  t r adi t i on and 
t hi s year ,  Bi l l  has sug-
gest ed a  pancake  br eak-
f ast  t o hel p ent i ce pa-
t r ons.   Est her  wi l l  di s-
cuss opt i ons wi t h t he Le-
gi on Aux.  ( Togany) .   John 
G.  was goi ng t o ask a com-
mer ci al  concer n f or  t hei r  
i nput  as wel l .   As usual  
adver t i s i ng i s  a must  and 
i t s  not  t oo ear l y t o get  
t he wor d out  about  t he 
f est .  
Pr es.  Bought on want s a 
nomi nat i ons commi t t ee i n 
pl ace by t he November  
meet i ng.   Sl at e of  of f i -
cer s t o i ncl ude Pr es,  V-
Pr es.  Tr eas,  Sect y and 2 
t r ust ees.     
 
The weat her  st at i on wi l l  
be pl aced at  t he r epeat er  

s i t e.   
 
An i nqui r y about  t he  s i -
l ent  key  pl aque was made 
and t he i ncl usi on of  K8YLM 
Mi l l i e was suggest ed.   
 
Pr es.  Bought on sai d he 
woul d check i nt o t he r e-
quest .   
 
 
The Pr es.  Ent er t ai ned a 
mot i on t o adj our n 2nd by 
Shawn.   
 
 
Repect f ul l y  submi t t ed,   
 
Chuck Di cken  WD8I CP    
 
Sect y,  WCARC  
 

Ther e wer e no f or mal  mi n-
ut es f r om t he pr evi ous 
mont h ( Sept  03)  due t o t he 
f ox hunt .   Wi nt er gar den 
l odge was t he l ai r  of  t he 
f ox and was f ound i ni -
t i al l y  by Li nda N1LB.   
Good hunt i ng.  
 
The t r easur er  r epor t ed 
t hat  t he bad check f r om 
t he hamf est  st i l l  hadn t  
been made good.   Due t o 
t he amount  of  t he check 
and t he cost  of  pr ocessi ng 
a bad check,  i t  was agr eed 
upon by t hose member s pr e-
sent  t o accept  t he l ose 
and move on.   Our  f i nal  
hamf est  net  now r epor t ed 
i s  $96. 18.   Bi l l  t hen t ol d 
us we have a bal ance of  
$3, 038. 83.    
 
A r epor t  was gi ven f r om 
t he t ech commi t t ee t hat  
i nc l uded t he news t he r e-
peat er  cont r ol l er  had new 
chi ps i nst al l ed t o r epl ace 
f aul t y ones and  t he APRS 
machi ne i s  once agai n ac-
t i ve.   Wi t h RS232 i nt er -
f ace once agai n wor ki ng 
our  i nt er connect  wi t h t he 
comput er  i s  avai l abl e.   
Shawn i s now wor ki ng on 
i nst al l i ng t he weat her  
st at i on at  t he r epeat er  
s i t e.   A l et t er  of  i nqui r y 
wi l l  be addr essed t o t he 
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(Continued from page 1) 
det ai l ed st at ement s 
of  i ce accumul at i on.  I n Wi s-
consi n,  a vol unt eer  oper at or  
r epor t ed t o t he 
NWS of f i ce at  ear l y one 
spr i ng mor ni ng and sol i c i t ed 
snowf al l  r epor t s f r om 
amat eur s acr oss t he r egi on,  
al l owi ng t he NWS t o pr oduce 
a det ai l ed snow 
gr aphi c and make a publ i c  
st at ement  summar i z i ng t he 

st or m.  Amat eur  Radi o 
success st or i es such as 
t hese occur  ever y year ,  al l  
acr oss t he count r y.  
 
I n 2002,  par t i c i pant s l ogged 
near l y 23, 000 QSOs dur i ng 
t he 24 hour  event .  
Last  year  near l y 70 coun-
t r i es wer e cont act ed.  To 
l ear n mor e,  check out  t he 
NOAA Web si t e.  - -  Thanks t o 
Davi d Fl oyd,  N5DBZ,  War ni ng 

Coor di nat i on 
Met eor ol ogi st ,  NWS Goodl and,  
Kansas 


