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Encour agi ng Broad-
band over Power

Li ne (BPL) technol -
ogy puts the FCC at
a

regul atory cross-
road, the Amateur
Radi o Research and
Devel opnent

Cor por ati on ( AMRAD)
<htt p: / / www. anr ad.
org> has suggest ed.
AMRAD' s remar ks

MONDAY cane August 20 in
reply comments
SEPTEMBER 8 filed in response
to?heFG?sBm
Startsat 5:30 p.m. | MNotice
. of Inquiry (ET
Listento Docket 03-104). The
147.18 MHz Vashi ngt on, DC-
based organi za-
tion's
conments al so out -
lined its BPL test-
. i ng and measur enent
| will be efforts, which
somewherein
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at a“park type”
location
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i ncl uded | aboratory
and real -world con-
ditions. AVRAD said
any departure
fromthe "current
basel i ne" of Part
15 rul es that gov-
ern unlicensed
services woul d in-
vite "troubl esone
uni nt ended conse-
guences" that could
prove difficult to
correct.

"The FCC is facing
sone serious deci -
sions on whether to
continue with past
rules and histori-
cal enforcenent or
to dispense with
their historica
role

and substitute

rul es which give
the unlicensed Part
15 systens priority
over the licensed
systens such as the
amat eur radi o ser-
vice," AMRAD sai d.
"Such changes to
Part 15 rules would
tip the responsi-
bility of conpli-
ance

so as to favor the
unl i censed users
and | eave the FCC
facing a large
nurmber of harnfu
interference com

plaints to re-
sol ve. "

AVMRAD r ecomended
the FCC proceed
"slowmy and with
caution" in advanc-
i ng

BPL as a viable and
econoni cal alterna-
tive to existing

hi gh- speed I nt er net
t echnol ogi es.

The non-profit sci-
entific and educa-
tional organization
expressed concerns
as to whether the
FCC woul d be abl e
to enforce Part 15
rules as witten in
the face of
nei ghbor hood I nter-
net service inter-
ruptions caused by
"a
single radi o ana-
teur or other FCC
li censed radio
transmitter." It
saidits
own testing has
denonstrated that a
20- net er amat eur
transmtter running
as little as 10 W
in the vicinity of
an i n-house Hone-
Pl ug standard BPL
|l ocal network coul d
seriously inpair
(Continued on page 2)
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the system s throughput. A In the final analysis, AVMRAD and counti ng,
100 W said, the FCC "nmust proceed wth some 100 comments filed
signal would cause it to with great care since the deadline. Many

conments in the BPL
proceedi ng have cone from
the Amateur Radi o comunity.

and take actions now to con-
duct testing to gather
critical information"

bef ore maki ng regul atory as-
sessments. "The FCC efforts
shoul d remain

col I apse al t oget her.

Ironically, the HomePl ug
standard substantially

not ches out the amateur
bands- - somet hi ng ARRL con-

AVRAD s reply conmments are
avai |l abl e on the FCC Wb
site

vi nced the HonePl ug Power -
line Alliance to do

after amateur conplaints
sparked a recall of Hone-

Pl ug- st andard devi ces.

The new 60-neter band is not
not ched out, however.

AVRAD said its observations
and tests denmonstrate that
br oadband BPL

signals that conformto Part
15 "are wel |l above the anbi -
ent noise and will

interfere with many forns of
reception." It said other
non- HomrePl ug- st andard sys-
tens that don't notch out
ham bands "coul d cause

nore serious interference
probl ens. "

focused on providing broad-
band to the honme and not fo-
cus on any specific

technol ogy, " AMRAD assert ed.

AMRAD nenber Frank Gentges,
KOBRA, recently assisted
ARRL Lab Supervi sor

Ed Hare, WLRFI, in the
League's efforts to assess
t he i mpact of BPL on HF.
Gent ges gave Hare a guided
tour of "hot nei ghborhoods"
in Manassas,

Virginia, where BPL is un-
dergoing field trials.

Al t hough the reply comrent
wi ndow cl osed August 20, the
nunmber of conments

in response to the FCC s BPL

WCARC Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the Wood County Amateur
Radio Club
July 14, 2003

The meeting was called to order by
President Boughton at 1932 hours.

Our guest speaker Eric Larson was un-
able to attend tonight’s meeting.

The treasurers report was given and the
figure of $432. was netted from this
years hamfest.

The secretary was not able to make this
meeting, so | would like to say thank
you to the person who took the notes
and to Esther for the audio tape she
provided.

Tech. report: N1RB reported that the
WX radio interface is ready to be in-

stalled.

Old Business: Discussion of thisyears
hamfest was the main topic. Although
reaction to the fest was generally favor-
able, the “mall atmosphere” did not
seem conducive to our event. Confu-
sion about the day (Saturday vs: Sun-
day) also may have hurt us. N1RB
suggested that the club return to the
fairgrounds. N1RB reported that the
clubis penciled in for July 2004 for
using the fairgrounds for the hamfest.
Bill, WD8JWJ offered a bargeque set
for raffle- donated by Charter-One
Bank. Club memberswho were pre-
sent at the meeting were given a chance
to buy tickets for araffle of the bar-b-
gue. Thewinner was Mark Rice
N8GVF.

New Business. N1RB would like to

postpone the fox hunt until September.
Eric Larson has stated to Bob B. that he
would try to make the August meeting.
Also it has been reported that the

ICOM 706 and adual bander vhf/uhf
radio has been ordered, however there
is no confirmation.

Esther,N8QMYV moved to adjourn and
it was 2™ by John, AA8XS.

Chuck Dicken WD8ICP
Secty, WCARC



